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Ms. Rhodes’ success in working with the 

elder community stems from her ability to truly 
understand their needs as well as their value 
in the community. Through her dedication and 
determination, she has proven to be an influ-
ential leading advocate for older adults. 

Mr. Speaker, Ms. Rhodes has a long and 
distinguished career of service to others, most 
notably to the senior community in Napa 
County. It is therefore appropriate that we ac-
knowledge Ms. Rhodes today and wish her 
well as she departs the Napa County Commis-
sion on Aging. 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF THE 25TH AN-
NIVERSARY OF THE SIGNING OF 
THE AMERICANS WITH DISABIL-
ITIES ACT 

HON. MATT CARTWRIGHT 
OF PENNSYLVANIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, July 27, 2015 

Mr. CARTWRIGHT. Mr. Speaker, I rise to 
celebrate the 25th anniversary of the signing 
of the Americans with Disabilities Act. On July 
26, 1990, President George H.W. Bush signed 
into law and codified the prohibition of dis-
crimination against people with disabilities in 
all areas of public life, including jobs, schools, 
transportation, and public and private places 
that are open to the general public. 

An individual with a disability is a person 
who has a physical or mental impairment that 
substantially limits one or more major life ac-
tivities, has a record of such impairment, or is 
regarded as having such impairment. Approxi-
mately 112,158 individuals of the population 
living within the 17th Congressional District 
have a disability. I am proud to represent them 
and to speak out today on a law that trans-
formed our country. 

As a nation, America took another step on 
the pathway toward true equality during the 
late 1980s when the concept of federal legisla-
tion with the single, worthy goal of expanding 
civil rights protections to millions of Americans 
with disabilities gained bipartisan support. 

I applauded those advocates, such as 
former Senator Tom Harkin of Iowa, who first 
introduced the legislation on May 8, 1988. 
Those great people brought to life a vision of 
inclusion, access, and dignity. It is my hope 
we can today follow in their likeness and con-
tinue to protect the rights of all people. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO HANK BOHLING 

HON. DAVID YOUNG 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, July 27, 2015 

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and congratulate Hank 
Bohling of Greenfield, Iowa, for receiving a 
state 4–H citizenship project award. Hank is 
the son of Lynn and Elaine Bohling of Green-
field, Iowa. 

A state 4–H project award is the highest 
achievement one can receive in the 4–H 
project work category. Project awards are 
given to youth who demonstrate leadership, 
communication, and volunteerism in certain 
project areas. A total of 152 youth from 55 

counties competed for these project awards 
on the state level. Achieving this honor is a 
true testament to Hank’s commitment to serv-
ing others, and I commend him for his hard 
work. 

Mr. Speaker, it is a great honor to represent 
future leaders like Hank Bohling in the United 
States Congress, and it is with great pride that 
I applaud his award today. I know that all of 
my colleagues in the United States House of 
Representatives will join me in congratulating 
Hank on his achievement. I wish him and his 
family nothing but continued success. 

f 

HONORING THE CITI OPEN TENNIS 
TOURNAMENT AND TENNIS 
WEEK IN THE DISTRICT OF CO-
LUMBIA 

HON. ELEANOR HOLMES NORTON 
OF THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, July 27, 2015 

Ms. NORTON. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
ask the House of Representatives to honor the 
Citi Open Tennis Tournament, taking place 
August 1–9, 2015, in Rock Creek Park, and to 
recognize these dates as ‘‘Tennis Week’’ in 
the District of Columbia. All are invited to at-
tend the 47th installment of this Washington 
tennis tradition, a cultural, economic, and com-
munity staple in the region. 

The Washington tennis tournament, now 
known as the Citi Open Tennis Tournament, 
was founded in 1969 by tennis legend and 
Hall of Famer Donald Dell, along with busi-
ness partner John Harris, and with the support 
of Arthur Ashe. Ashe declared he would par-
ticipate in the inaugural tournament under two 
conditions: the tournament would take place in 
a naturally integrated neighborhood, and it 
would be played on public land where all peo-
ple could come together, enjoy the sport, and 
share the experience. Today, the tournament 
remains in its original location on 16th & Ken-
nedy Streets NW, in Rock Creek Park. 

In 1972, Donald Dell gave the tournament 
charter to the Washington Tennis & Education 
Foundation (then called the Washington Area 
Tennis Patrons Foundation), a nonprofit orga-
nization supporting local education causes for 
children. 

The Citi Open Tennis Tournament draws 
the best players in the world, making D.C. a 
global tennis destination. The tournament is 
also seen on television in 182 countries. A 
2014 economic impact study found that the 
estimated total gross impact of the Citi Open 
on the regional economy is more than $26 mil-
lion. The tournament is the only Association of 
Tennis Professionals 500 level event in the 
United States, and it is one of only four pro-
fessional tennis tournaments combining men’s 
and women’s events. 

Mr. Speaker, I ask the House of Represent-
atives to join me in recognizing ‘‘Tennis Week 
in the District of Columbia’’ for the Citi Open 
Tennis Tournament, celebrated August 1–9, 
as well as the Washington Tennis & Education 
Foundation for their outstanding efforts to run 
a world-class sporting event and contributions 
to D.C. youth. 

IN HONOR OF FELIX PELLETIER 

HON. JAMES R. LANGEVIN 
OF RHODE ISLAND 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, July 27, 2015 

Mr. LANGEVIN. Mr. Speaker, I would like to 
express my sincere appreciation to Rhode Is-
land resident Felix Pelletier, not only for his 
courageous service in the Army during World 
War II, but also his continuous service to the 
men and women of the armed services long 
after he honorably completed his tour of duty. 

For years now, Mr. Pelletier has dedicated 
hours each day to making life more com-
fortable for our service members. Using his 
trusted Singer sewing machine, he has cre-
ated neck coolers to help provide relief for the 
Soldiers, Airmen, Sailors, and Marines from 
the heat endured while defending our free-
dom. At age 90, Mr. Pelletier has sewn over 
50,000 of these devices and continues to craft 
them one stitch at a time. 

I commend Mr. Pelletier for his devotion to 
serving our country for over 70 years, from the 
shores of Normandy to our home state of 
Rhode Island. We are proud to have him as 
one of our own, and I thank him for his self-
less commitment to helping our service mem-
bers to this day. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO HOUSTON STEPHENS 

HON. DAVID YOUNG 
OF IOWA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, July 27, 2015 

Mr. YOUNG of Iowa. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and congratulate Mr. Hous-
ton Stephens for qualifying for nationals at the 
Memorial Day State Junior High Rodeo Tour-
nament. Houston is the son of Jamie and Brad 
Stephens of Glenwood, Iowa. 

Houston received the reserve champion 
award in the break-away roping competition 
and placed second in the team roping com-
petition. His success reflects his dedication to 
the event, as well as his work ethic and com-
petitive spirit. He will compete at the National 
Junior High Rodeo Tournament in Des 
Moines, Iowa, later this summer. 

Mr. Speaker, it is with great pride that I rep-
resent Iowans like Houston in the U.S. House 
of Representatives. I invite my colleagues to 
join me in congratulating him on a job well 
done, and wishing him nothing but the best at 
the National Junior High Rodeo Tournament 
and in his future rodeo career. 

f 

OUR UNCONSCIONABLE NATIONAL 
DEBT 

HON. MIKE COFFMAN 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, July 27, 2015 

Mr. COFFMAN. Mr. Speaker, on January 
20, 2009, the day President Obama took of-
fice, the national debt was 
$10,626,877,048,913.08. 

Today, it is $18,151,903,780,340.35. We’ve 
added $7,525,026,731,427.27 to our debt in 6 
years. This is over $7.5 trillion in debt our na-
tion, our economy, and our children could 
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